[Emotional components of language in multi-infarct dementia].
Prosody is the faculty of language by which different meanings may be referred through variations in the tone, rhythm and accent with independence of the words and grammatical structures. Alteration of this sphere may modify the emotional components and proposals of the language. The aim of this study was to evaluate the existence of aprosody in a series of patients with multiinfartion dementia, quantify the disorder and ascertain the factors to which it is related. Fourteen patients with criteria of multiinfarction dementia were included in the study. Aprosody was evaluated according to the Monrad-Krohn criteria. Neuropsychological examination included the MiniMental State Examination, the Blessed scale and the Hachinshi ischemic scale. Changes were seen in the prosody of 13 patients. Upon univariant statistical analysis a significant correlation was observed between the grade of alteration in prosody and the deterioration observed in the MiniMental and Blessed scale. This finding was confirmed following correction of the influence of depressive symptoms, age and time of evolution by multivariant analysis. The disturbances in prosody are a sensitive indicator of right hemisphere lesion in vascular dementia and are fundamentally related with the degree of neuropsychological deterioration.